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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicants: Egbert Berend HOLTKAMP 

Serial No. : new 

Filing Date: January 10, 20 01 

For: TENT CONSTRUCTION AND METHOD FOR 

MANUFACTURING THIS TENT CONSTRUCTION 

£EEIj:MINARY_^aEIOi5ENT TO LESSEIL_FEES 

Assistant Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D.C, 20231 

Sir: 

Prior to initial examination, please amend the above- identified 
application as follows: 

IN_THK^1.AIMS 

Claim 3, line 1, delete "or 2"; 
Claim 4, line 1, delete "or 2"; 

Claim 6, line 1, delete "any one of the preceding claims", 

insert --claim 1--/ 
Claim 7, line 1, delete "any one of the preceding claims", 

insert --claim 1--; 
Claim 9, line 1, delete "any one of the preceding claims", 

insert --claim 1--; 
Claim 11, line 1, delete "any one of the preceding claims", 

insert --claim 1--; 
Claim 12, line 1, delete "any one of the preceding claims", 

insert --claim 1--; 
Claim 16, line 1, delete "any one of claims 13-15", 

insert --claim 13--; 
Claim 17, line 1, delete "any one of claims 13-16", 

insert --claim 13--; 
Claim 18, line 1, delete "any one of claims 13-17", 

insert --claim 13--; 
Claim 19, line 1, delete "any one of claims 13-18", 

insert --claim 13--; 
Claim 20, line 1, delete "any one of the preceding claims", 

insert --claim 1--; 
Claim 23, line 1, delete "or 22"; 
Claim 25, line 1, delete "or 24"; 
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Claim 26, line 1, delete ^^or 22"; 

Claim 27, line 1, delete "any one of claims 21-26'', 

insert --claim 21--; 
Claim 30, line 1, delete "or 29"; 

Claim 31, line 1, delete "any one of claims 27-30", 

insert --claim 27--; 
Claim 33, line 1, delete "any one of claims 27-32", 

insert --claim 27--; 
Claim 34, line 1, delete "any one of claims 21-33", 

insert --claim 21--; 
Claim 35, line 1, delete "any one of claims 21-34", 

insert --claim 21--; 
Claim 36, line 1, delete "any one of claims 21-35", 

insert --claim 21--; 
Claim 37, line 1, delete "any one of claims 21-35", 

insert --claim 21--; 
Claim 38, line 2, delete "any one of claims 21-37", 

insert --claim 21--; 
Claim 39, line 1, delete "any one of claims 21-37", 

insert --claim 21--. 



The foregoing Preliminary Amendment is requested in order to delete 
the multiple dependent claims and avoid paying the multiple dependent 
claims fee. 

Early action on the merits is respectfully requested. 



400 Seventh Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004-2201 
(202) 638-6666 

Atty. Docket: P66318US0 
Date: January 10, 2 0 01 
JCH: jrc 



REMARKS 



Respectfully submitted. 



JACOBSON, PRICE, HOLMAN & STERN, PLLC 
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Title: CONSTHUCTIOtt AND JCTHOO FOR MANUFACTURIMG THIS TEMT COMSTROCTJOM 
invention relates to a machod for manufacturing a 



according to the metbod. within the frasaaivork of this 
Bpecification, a "tent" or "tent conatruction" is mant to 
5 include any co^^t^iCtlnn having one walls, incliiding 

the roof r which are manufaccured from (rent) cloth. Some ot 
the cnany posaible exanples are canping teats, foldltig trailer 
tents, front tents^ P^Tty teats, eircu£ tents, stalls, 
protective covers, working teata, roo£ff, awnings^ etc. 

10 A problem is that due to a new Suropaan Iftgialation ia 

respect of anti -fungal and water-repellent agents tor tent 
cloth (ffCP, inter alia, is prohibited or Will be SO before 
Icag, while the cloth that is treated with heavy metals must 
ba taken back by the manufacturer or ei^plier at the end of 

15 icd service life) , tent cloth from cotton or taixed fiber 
(eeefeen/polyei^cer) becomee mildewed very quickly. As a 
coneequence, under unfavorable conditions, a (folding 
trailer) cent cannot remain £olded-in for wore than 12 hours, 
which is an uaacceptably ehort time. Also, with a (folding 

20 trailer) tent, it is no longer possible to can^ for a longer 
time during i^diiny WMther oonditionis, because the cloth will 
then be affected by fungi. 

Because of these problems, the lifetime of tents 
manuf accured from cotton cloth or clnth frow miiccd filpc* 

25 becomes unacceptably short, especially in view of the 

relatively high purchase prie^^ ffe^r anviarenmental reasons, 
this is therefore an objectionable matter, since in spite of 



tent conatruTJiirin and to a teat construction manufactured 



the £%ct chat leas toxic substances are used because of the 
zi&w legislation, the substances remain toxic all the same, 
from an environmental vleifppint. In view of the (unduly) 
ahort lifetiBiei the tentfi havif^^g Tfirilarsri nmrii sin as si — 
5 necessary. 

The above problem of a short lifetime due to fungoid 
growth and fouling can be overcome by using, cloth 
manufactured from synthetic materials such as waterproof 
polyester cloth or a cloth manufactured from othar .suitable 

10 synthetic fibers, or a plasticized cloth- However, a drawback 
of such ti^e of cloth is that it does not breathe. As a 
consequence, condensation occurs on the xtiaxdm of the tent 
construction- This also holds for a new type of cotton cloth 
which tiBPi recently bsoeme avail&Llc and whlcn x& treated in 

IS such a manner that it does not become mildewed quickly and is 
fire^^resistant/ but which does not breathe sufficiently, if 
at all- 

Anotiher problem th«it pra^ents itself in particular in . 
roofs of tent constructions and in particular ^ but certainly 

20 not exclusively, in roofs of front tents of caravans « is that 
these tent roofs are fouled relatively quickly by sticky 
drops « such as resin, falling from trees, auid by bird 
<fcpppingtf . Clftaning of suoh tent rc#w£ts Is hardly possible. In 
practice, it often turns out tihafe-'Sront tents of caravans 

25 have to be replaced after two years already/ due to the ' 
fouling of mainly the roof that has occurred in that period. 
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The object of the invention is to overcome the 
drawbacks and problems outlined and generally to provide a 
durable and efficient tent construction and method for the 
manufacture thereof. Another object of the invention is to 
provide a tent construction and a method for the manufacture 
thereof that offers very good ventilation possibilities and 
in which condensation is prevented. 

In accordance with the invention, a method for 
manufacturing a tent construction comprising at least one 
10^ panel^ manufactured from suitable cloth is characterized inV-^ tUe. 
fefeaH^/^ basic tent const met ion having at least one basic 
panel 'A-s manTif iirt.nrp^d from a desired material ancH tr^fte^^^at 
least one of the basic panels Js^^B^s^eosis^e^ with one or more 
covering panels which form part of the outer wall of the tent 
15 and which are attached so as to be at least partially 
detachable . 

A tent constmction according to the invention is 
characterized by a basic tent construction comprising at 
least one basic panel, at least one of the basic panels being 

20 covered with one or more covering panels of waterproof 
material which form part of the outer wall of the tent 
construction- In accordance with another aspect of the 
invention, at least one covering panel is attached so as to 
be at least partially detachable. 

25 It is observed that US Patent 5,765,584 discloses a 

tent whose door is provided with a portion manufactured from 
gauze, which is in turn provided with a partially detachable 



AMENDED SHEET 



covering panel. This known covering panel is manufactured 
from waterproof material, yet is located on the inside of the 
gauze panel and hence on the inside of the tent. The known 
covering panel, provided on the inside, can partially be 
unzipped for enabling opening a ventilation opening from the 
inner space of the tent. Hence, the known panel does not 
protect a possibly vulnerable inner panel. Also, in the 
closed position, the known panel does not prevent 
condensation on the inside. 

Hereinafter, the invention will be further described 
with reference to the accompanying drawing of some exemplary 
embodiments . 

Fig, 1 schematically shows, in perspective, an example 
of a practical application of the invention with a folding 
trailer provided with a front tent; 

Fig. 2 schematically shows another application of the 
invention; 

Fig. 3 shows a detail of a tent construction according 
to the invention; and 

Fig. 4 shows a detail of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 1 schematically shows an example of a folding 
trailer tent 1 provided with a front tent 2. 

A (folding trailer) tent can be made from 100% 
synthetic cloth products having a very long lifetime, but 
which, however, have the drawbacks of condensation and the 
lack of "breathing capacity" , In accordance with a first 
aspect of the invention, a "skeleton" for at least a part of 
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synthetic material. However 

«»*ever, one cr more large facea 

and slde«all faceai 

axi facea) of the cent are -filled in- with 

R ,^ ^ * * f'^ont wall 3. Of a 

5 (front) tent, constructed accordina ^„ ^v, • 

to th3fi_principlc. The 
wall 3 comprlsiea atriDB 4 nf f,,-. 1 ^ 

«PB 4 of Sixth cloth, which .£dr« the 
skeleton of the wall a a« 

3, M well an Rw-hang^ie shu^i* 3 

-an. Of .ippers or Velcro or other techni^es, t^, 
are acta^hed to the -ti^hered fra.e/skeleton- alon. their 
cxrcu-nferencial edge., ^ 

panels can be optional x ant^it 

P *onal. A amen n„„a«, ^^^^^ ^ 

larger number of small uanela a*^^. 

maxx panels. After many years of use, the 

exchangeable panels can be t^^-i^^^ 

can i>e replaced as and. when raquired 
TheH« panels can be ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^ 

15 well as in eynthetic materiala -u 

■«>»«t Of purehaae and 

thereafter, the user of the h^n*- ^ 

r Of the teat can decide for himself which ' 
Paxils have to ba auppl... ^ ^^^^^ 

panels in cotton cloth tk* • 

*• I»"iy be «tiv»r«i by 

Uie intindad use. If cha tmf 
0 1= - . tent, toldinsr trails „ tran^ 

lifetime- in addition th,> r».,^ 

_ , '^^"'^ ^''"S^ has to be thrown 

away when a particular nan^l own 

P^l of cotton cloth has become 



moldy, fouled or leaky- TJae tent (the "ciTnbared frame", thm 
« framework**) with all ito complicated angular joints^ 
faatezxing points, relnforcament^^ etc. is produced once, for 
a long time, and the ^fill-in" panels can be purchafi^ or 
5 replaced and whea required. The effect that the tent is 
discarded due to fouling or becauBe Its color is no longer 
inodezm can hereby be avoided. This is an advantage to the 
anvirootnent , It ia also possible to fit, per panel opening « 
two or morei if neeensaxy overlapping panels in a ^iqple 

10 manner by dippers ^ Velcroi etc. If so desired^ the panels can 
partially be of reliable or ereccable design^ to. prtnnote the 
admission o£ light and air. Hence, the frameM^ork of the tent 
can comprlae edges or strips supported by t«tor poles and the 
like, which edges or strips are iBanufactured fm highly 

15 durable cloth and whereto or whuircoa panels Aj^^ fitted nhac 
are relatively easy to attach axui replace. According to a 
tnodification of the above ^described tent conai:ructionr it ia 
poscible to uae a n.umb«i^ u£ exchangeable pa&els which are 
nor, or not all of thesi> mounted on a separate skeleton/ but 

10 vhich are directly detachably connectad to adjoining panels 
via eippcrs/ Vwlw*,w ux. whe liKe. 

Pig. 1 schematically shows an eacaiqple of such 
construction/ uaed for the roof 6 of the front tent:. In the 
example shown « the roof coti^rises a central section 7 and two 

2S side sections 8 and 9. One or more of the sections 7.-9 may be 
detdchably connected to the adjoining section (s) and/or 
adjoining walls « allowii:^ these detachaJbla eeccions^ when for 



instance fouled, to be detached and cleaxied. In practice, the 
cleaning of a roof panel of a tent construction, such as for 
instance a front tent of a (folding) caravan, la hardly 
poaaihle if the roof panel is not detachable. Further, when 
5 fouled serioualy, such panel can readily be replaced. If, for 
inatancei ^he central aection ^ is aeparately replaceable, 
2ij^ers or velcro fasteners may be protrlded along the^ edges 
7a, 7b, 7c and 7d. Of courae, the roof may also be detachable 
and repxaceanie as a whole, whether or not irLJ^rcsobinatlon 

10 with eepar&tely detachable roof aectioha. 

Preferably, the roof of che tent is of double design , 
with an inner roof azid mxi ouccr roof, Xu thac case, tna outer 
roof may Ha e*onnootcd along oue or more edges to the izmer 
roof by operable fasteners such as, for ina^tance, su-ppers or 

XS Velcro fa^ti^ers or the IDce. Tho itmas: may then again 

be detachably or undetachably coxinacted to a tent skeleton 4s 
described her^iMbove. nr he dSreotly ^onn&cL^, alwo 
detachably or undetachably, to adjoining roo£ panels and/or 
wall panels. 

20 A major advantage of such conetructicwi is that by 

entirely or partially ixodoing, on two directly or obliquely 
opposite or adjoining edges ^ zippers or Velcro nr rha liica, 
whereby the outer roof is connected to the inner roof, a 
perfect ventilation possibility is created. In the exaibple 

2S shown in Fig. X, for instance, the zippers of the roof 
section 7 have been opftaed ainncf fhe edgoe 7a ana ^w, 
create an open gap ll between inner roof section 10 and cuter 



a rctmMmut 

^ gap, ^ ^ 

provide veiitilation in the tent «h-« ^ - 

™ cent wben dia umer toof is at 

«ay one U^. ^ 

bl«» i„c= the c«.= «. th. „p „. converaiy. ^ 

.i»«co the l.e ..^ ^ air <^ 

^= If no «M i. i^i^, . 
«r cir«I,eio. c„ he „«eed >^ <^„^ ^ 
^.i^y „ ^ ^^^^ 

^ ro=* ««. wtoreuBoa 

air preaau: 1„ ch. tmc can flow ttooogh. 

TO .«e=t Chat. If „«e„ary, the „p u 
roof an* outer «.f «=tuall, r.™i« ^ ^ 

prefrawy provtoed .icn a tensioni^ «o.^«„ ^ 
cne o„t„ roof taut, at W tauter tiua i^ ^, 
CM. pu.po«, the outer roof f„ ^ ^ 

provided with cwo or iiiar« Hn-^-a^^^-^j 

or iiiQi:« juxcapofied openings for tent poles 

Where nor«.lly only one opening is p««ent. B, uaing the ' 
^0 »ui.a.le opening, the roof can 1. pulled t«„ter or, ^ 
contrast, leea tant. 

The abovp «rrano««oiu; i« -wl«„^;,calxy xn 

^i?- 3- Fig. 3 tun ^.nt polen «^ „ Wr roo^ 

_ P-al .0. supported the^y. Z^ea.ed a*».e ,he inoer- roof 

= panel is an outer roof panel 7, which i„ rn- 

two , «'«H»le. has 

two openings U.is at the location of cent pole i.. ^ 

mill III 
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WOMMBir 

in th±a exanple, for attaohingr the panel 7 to Che tent pole 
12, causing the panel 7 to be tautened. If the opening 15 
farther from the tent pole 13 is used, the panel 7 la 
teneioned lees taut and the gap ii ^cween ch^ pieces 7 and 
10 is reduced or disappears. 

Advantageously, thm inner »of ^ 
hollow, which prenotes the foimatlon of an effective 
ventilation gap 11. 

To prevent raining in, the outer roof panel na^be 
provided with edge flaps, not shown, capable of covering th« 
gap 11 in depending condition. The edge flapo can for 
insnanca Rftniri^d on the adjoining wall by zippers, y^^^i. 
studs, loops, booke, Velcro, ccc, or be folded over upwards. 

Also, the inner root panel nay have waterproof edge 
scrips along tne circumSerantial edges. 

Alternatively, the tent Cfor instance a camping tent, 
folding trailer tent, caravan and motorhome front tent) may 
be constricted from a fairly "open- (like bandage gause) , 
air-permeable, aynthetic woven fabric, for instance from very 
strong polyester or aranide, etc., or ei«ilar yam^. Such a 
tent can last a generation. The tent can be covered per panel 
by thin fabrics of cotton, nylon, synthetic clofJ,, plaatir. 
polyethylene, etc. The type and choice of material per panel 
can again be filled in individually «,d according to need and 
u«-, tu. «dv«„tage of this method i, also that the various 
panels can remain attached to tne supporting fabric by one 
edge thereof, while the other edges can be attached by a 



zipper or tha like, which enables the paxiAXs za be undipped 
and stretched out as dmBxx^d, l& thia maimer^ an alniost 
steplaesly cc«itrollable ventiUtion i« raaliaed in the tent, 
whereby th« tent can also be optimally ventilated, wueh 
S better than is usual in the pres^qc^(]ay tmt rmrhnitjom, 
during rain (water is diacharged, air can. enter the tent 
underneath the panels, via the air-permeable baeie/fiupporting 
£abric} and during periods of heat. By the etretched^oat 
panels (also roof paneled as for instance shown at 19, lite 

10 sun screens, the fiun is kept out of the tent, while the 

ventilation can be distributed over almost the entire surface 
o£ the tent. Since ^bis auppnrrlng fab2:>io ean feA a£ 6. higrh 
quality with an enormous resistance to tearing, the safety 
(vandalism and crime) and the lifetiTO of the tent has been 

15 increased compared with the presence-day tents, ikll advantages . 
o£ ehe firat-iiiKuLionad construction with exchangeable panels 
apply Jvrp »B_jtfell. 

A particular advantage of a double^walled construction 
of the panels is chat: also when the outer panels are closed r 

20 for instance in the case of rainy weather , . condensation is 
prevented by the insulating action of the layer of air 
between inner and outer panels and aleo by the fibrous 
structure of the inner panels, 

These effects, i.e. the insulating action and the 

25 prevention of condensatiau, also occur if an inn^JT PSnel and 
an outer panel are fixedly, hence not (partiallyl . deCachably, 
inv.«* coimecced axong their circumferential edges. 
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A third manner of embodying the finding is to 
cou.Lxu«c the «nt from a aupporting fabric aa .de.i«d (for 

uium, SESCfcy „j,„tJi«|.io fabrics tor 

lifetime and strength, etc ) a*. = ^. 

«Stn, etc.) or a eombmatioo of siqjporting 

. fabrics (cotton, pol^,,.,, ^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ 

««y al.o .be arranged in the manner of roof tile* or .cales 
can be connected to che basic f^ric l^, fr instance, 
«ipper». Velcro, .titching on one, t«o or three aid«, or a 
combination thereof, or other connecting teohnicjues. Such 
P«els or -Hcalea. are shown in Pig. i at 1.. by way of 
exan^le, ^ can preferably be pushed or pulled a-ay from the 

Lenr- from sux^portina fnbH. ^ . ^ ^cxpanoera- xy, or by 

stretching out by guy ropea, enabling air to permeate the 
supporting fabric m^derneath the ^^nel.. Along theix lower 
•<igaa. the aeales can optionally he provided or not provided 
With fasteners for attachment to the supporting fabric or to 
the underlying oeale. Optionally, openings cr windows may be 
locally provided in the ..,^po«in^ f^^^,. ^ 

covering panels, if go desiv^H 

aesired, the covering panels can 

i«Pa21y h« rran.par.nt kav. i^l^^^X.) widows, rms, it 
is possible to have a supporting tent of breathing material 
s«c=b aa for inacance cotton, which, protected by the 
*v«.lyi„y p...,,, ^ ^^^^ 

not exposed to sunrays. Xhe many advantages already points, 
out xn the above pa,,,g,, ^^^^ ^.l.^,^ 



A combinatiion of all afaovft-'deecrlbed techniques id 
poefiible. 

A major advantage of a tent coaacruetlon aa described 
hereloabove isi chat condexkeation la^ even prevented during 
5 rainy weather. This renders che conatruction described hig^y 
auit&LXo £uji being used tor, for instance, proteccive covers 
for ittotoroarfii boats, motorbikes/ aixplanes> helicoptered 
weapon material^ excavators and other machines, garden 
furniture I etc. Other possible applicatione are the 
' 10 following £ 

parts of caravans or campers chat are made ot cloth; 
party and circus cents and cents for events; 
beaob tents; 

tents for accommodating refugees or for providing housing 
15 othern^ise^ etc; 

tents for accomm o dating workers (permanently or not 

permanently) , whether or not for special projects^ 

accoimodations for animals In which tent cloth is used; 

£;torehouse8 in which cloth is used; 
20 built -on tents for caravans and caupera; 

various types of awnings « closable or not clcaable «rltk 

eideitfalls ; 

shed extensions^ verandahs or sun porches; 
reonga sKedA <*»iLU teixi- xoor ana/or cent walla or portions 
25 theretof ) ; 
hothouses ; 



boat motorcar covers (the cloth or (artificial) leather 
portion which protects the boat or ooceircazr pexmaaarttiy from 
weather influences or which can be cpenad and closed) ; 
working tents or roofs (used for varioue purposaa, for 
instance for road, soil, cabling and bridge woilca, 
excavations, ahipyards, etc.); 
boat houaas nade of cloth; 

motorhones and motorcar garages or roofs made of cloth; 
tent houaes or tant portions attached to houses; 
truck coverings (tarpaulins) ; 
market and sales stalls; 

roofs of any nature, such roofs for swinming pools or 

sandboxes; 

sun screens. 

The tent construction according to the invaation can 
also be used for, for instance, the removal of aabestos, fay 
for iBBtsnee ^tting i^ a U»u,:d-»U Lmat whioh keeps the 
asbe^toB particles within the cent: and Iceepa out tAe rain, 
while the air can enter all the same, utilizing filtering 
cloth for the underlying layers of cloth. 

Conversely, teate, or parts of tents, protective 
covers, etc. as mentioned above, made as meant by the 
invention, can keep out harmful particles sucto as dust or 
pollen, whil^ ventilation can nevertheless be effected in a 

au££xei.anfe miannc^. 

With a tent according to the invention, allergic 
persons can camp also when the air contains much .pollen, when 
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the appropriate filtering cloth i, uaed. For iastwiee, duriog 
the iiigUL. the entire cent can be closed henneticaUy (if 
required, an entirely closed tub ground sheet can be used) 
and freab air La let in through the filtariJig cloth! 

An example of a protective cover for a motorcar which 
fflobodiea the invention is shown schematically in Fig. 2. The 
cover 20 has an outer layer 21 of waterproof material and an 
iruw* l«yoi. 22 wl b-c=,»LLiag maLeriaL. xx requxrea, spacer 
means may be provided between the two layers. Pewr tttfitancs, 
hourglass -shaped spacer means of soft plaatic may be used, 
securable with a-few^titches or by means of glue. An escample 
is shown schematically in Fig. 4. Condensation, which 
notwally often ocjcurs in such covets, can thus be avoided. 
Preferably, also in a protective cover according to the 
invention, the edge connection between an outer panel and an 
inner panel can he opened or closed by operating means to 
enable ventilation, in Pig. 2, the kooE panel is open and the 
open space between inner panel and outer panel is indicated 
by 23, 

In a tent construction according to the Invention, the 
space between an outer and an inner panel/ when the outer 
panel io entirely closed, eanGAi,z» « layer of substancially 
still air, which has a heat -insulating effect, this prevents 
condensation. Condensation is also prevented in that the 
inasx panel in use m.iBuffl<.cuEed fjio....^^.. „„«,«th notorial. 
The insulatino effect ean «van be imp«>v«d by iaoeKting 



becween on outer panel and am inner panel, or underxieaUi tba 
"Bcalee* if scales are MAeA, a layer o£ JLoiiulaciiig ma.terial. 

I£ 00 desired, the outer' panels azid "fic&lee*' of a tenc 
construction accordins to the Invention can even be^^ ot a 
5 double- layered construction, eo that between the .two layera 
an insulating material, fluch as for instance blister padding, 
alutainiim £oil« blisitexpadding with a layer at altamlnusa, etc., 
can be provided, The relevant panels can £dr instance be 
designed aa a type of envelope, enabling r^ady ineextion and 
10 removal of the insulating material. 

It is observed that after the foregoing, various 
modif icationa will readily occur to anyone skilled in the 
art. Such modificaticins ars underatood to £all within the 
framework of the inveiition. 



Abstract 



Method for manufacturing a tent construction having at least one panel manufactured from 
suitable cloth, and tent construction manufactured utilizing the method. A basic panel is 
manufactured from a material of desired properties and is provided with one or more covering 
panels or waterproof material that form part of the outer wall of the tent construction. The basic 
panel may consist of relatively narrow edges of durable material or of an entirely or partially 
closed panel of open, breathing material. 
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Claims 

. 1. A method for maniifacturing a tent construction (1) comprisin 

least one panel manufactured from suitable cloth, characterized by the steps 
of manufacturing- a basic tent construction having at least one basic panel 
from a desired material and providing at least one of said basic panels with 
5 one or more covering panels (5) of waterproof material which form part of the 
outer wall (3) of the tent construction (1), 

2. A method according to claim 1, wherein at least one of the covering 

::; panels (5) is fitted so as to be at least partially detachable. 
H 3. A method according to claim 1 or 2, fiirther including the steps of 

r: 10 forming the basic panel by a number of relatively narrow edge strips (4) of 
% durable cloth, and attaching to said edge strips (4) one or more at least 

' partially detachable covering panels (5), which together with the relatively 
Cj narrow edge strips (4) form a complete panel or panel part, 
rn 4. A method according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the basic tent 

\i 15 construction is formed from breathing material on which at least one covering 
panel (5) of weather-resistant material is fitted. 

5. A method according to claim 3, wherein the operdng left clear by the 
relatively narrow edge strips (4) is closed off by a relatively open, breathing 
material for forming a closed basic panel, and wherein on the thus obtained 

20 basic panel at least one covering panel of weather-resistant material is fitted. 

6. A method according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein at 
least one of the basic panels is provided with covering panels (5) arranged in 
the manner of roof tiles or scales (16), 

7. A method according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein one 
25 of more covering panels (5) are arranged for setting out or folding down or the 

hke. 
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8. A method according; to daim 3, wherein from the relatively narrow 
edge strips (4), together with tent poles (12,13) and the Hke, a frame for the 
tent construction (1) is formed. 

9. A method according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein for 
5 attaching at least one covering panel (5) along at least one of the edges of the 

covering panel, detachable fastening means are used. 

10. A method according to claim 9, wherein as the detachable fastening 
means zippers, Velcro fasteners or the Kke are used. 

11. A method according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein at 
10 least one of the covering panels (5) is provided with an expansion member (17) 

J to enable putting the covering panel (5) into an outwardly open position. 

-I 12. A method according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein at 

^ least one of the covering panels (5) is provided with one or more guy ropes for 

~M stretching out the covering panel 

15 13. A method for manufacturing a tent construction having at least one 

7, roof panel and at least one wall panel (4), characterized by the steps of making 

-J at least the roof panel of double-walled design having an outer panel (7,8,9) 

>1 and an inner panel (10), and providing operable closing means to enable 

opening or closing the interspace (11) located between the inner panel (10) and 
20 the outer panel (7,8,9). 

14. A method according to claim 13, wherein the outer panel (7,8,9) is 
provided with means (14,15) for tautening the outer panel (7,8,9) to increase 
the interspace (11) between the outer panel (7,8,9) and the inner panel (10). 

15. A method according to claim 14, wherein at the location of at least 
25 one of the tent poles (12,13), the outer panel (7,8,9) is provided with at least 

one additional opening (14,15) for receiving a tent pole (12,13) to enable 
bringing the outer panel (7,8,9) into a taut and a less taut condition. 

16. A method according to any one of claims 13-15, wherein the inner 
panel is made with a hoUow cut. 
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17. A method according to any one of claims 13-16, wherein the outer 

panel (7,8,9) is designed with detachable fastening means provided along at 
least two edges (7a-7d), for attaching the outer panel (7,8,9) to the inner panel 
(10). 

5 18, A method according to any one of claims 13-17, wherein the outer 

panel (7,8,9) is provided with edge flaps for covering the interspace between 
the outer panel (7,8,9) and the inner panel (10), 

19. A method according to any one of claims 13-18, wherein the inner 

panel (10) is provided with one or more waterproof edge strips. 

10 20. A method according to any one of the preceding claims for 

manufacturing a tent construction (1) comprising a roof (6) consisting of at 
least one panel, wherein the roof (6) as a whole and/or the panels (7,8,9) 
forming the roof (6) are made to be separately detachable, utilizing suitable 
operable fastening means. 

15 21. A tent construction (1) comprising at least one panel manufactured 

from suitable cloth, characterized by a basic tent construction (1) comprising 
at least one basic panel (4), at least one of the basic panels being covered with 
one or more covering panels (5) of waterproof material, forming part of the 
outer wall of the tent construction (1). 

20 22. A tent construction according to claim 21, characterized in that at 

least one of the covering panels (5) is attached so as to be at least partially 
detachable. 

23. A tent construction according to claim 21 or 22, characteidzed in that 
the at least one basic panel (5) comprises a number of relatively narrow edge 

25 (4) strips of durable material, one or more at least partially detachable 
covering panels (5) being attached to the edge strips (4). 

24. A tent construction according to claim 23, characterized in that the 
opening of the at least one basic panel, which opening is left clear by the 
relatively narrow edge strips (4), is closed off by an air and/or light-permeable 

30 material for forming a closed basic panel. 
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25. A tent construction according to claim 23 or 24, characterized in that 

the relatively narrow edge strips (4) of a number of basic panels, together with 
associated tent poles (12,13) or the Hke, form at least a part of a frame for the 
tent construction (1). 

5 26. A tent construction according to claim 21 or 22, characterized in that 

the basic tent construction (11) is at least partially built up from breathing 
doth, on which a suitable number of panels from weather-resistant material 
are provided, said number of panels comprising one or more at least partially 
detachable panels (5). 
^^^^ 10 27. A tent construction according to any one of claims 2 1-26, 

w characterized in that the at least partially detachable panels (5) comprise at 
fli least a roof panel (7,8,9). 

fij 28. A tent construction according to claim 27, characterized in that by 

operable fastening means, the roof panel (7,8,9) is connected along at least two 

^ 15 edges (7a-7d) to an inner roof panel (10), while by the fastening means, a gap- 
shaped space (11) can be opened or closed between the outer roof panel (7,8,9) 
and the inner roof panel (10). 

29. A tent construction according to claim 28, characterized in that the 
inner roof panel (10) is provided with waterproof edge strips adjacent the 

20 fastening means. 

30. A tent construction according to claim 28 or 29, characterized in that 
the outer roof panel (7,8,9) is provided with an edge flap adjacent the 
fastening means, for covering the entrance to the gap-shaped space (11). 

31. A tent construction according to any one of claims 27-30, 

25 characterized by tensioning means (14, 15) for tensioning the at least one roof 
panel (7,8,9) taut or less taut. 

32. A tent construction according to claim 31, characterized in that the 
tensioning means comprise a number of receiving openings (14,15) for a tent 
pole (12,13), provided side by side in the roof panel (7,8,9). 
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33. A tent construction according to any one of claims 27-32, 
characterized by an inner roof panel (10) which is located under a partially 
detachable outer roof panel (7,8,9) and which is cut hollow, 

34. A tent construction according to any one of claims 21-33, having an 
5 outer roof (6) formed from one or more covering panels, characterized in that 

the outer roof (6) as a whole and/or one or more of the panels (7,8,9) thereof 
is/are attached by operable fasteners so as to be entirely detachable. 

35. A tent construction according to any one of claims 21-34, 
characterized in that at least a number of covering panels (16) can be 

,,,, 10 stretched out by means of expanders and/or tensioners (17). 

36. A tent construction according to any one of claims 2 1-35, 

ry characterized in that at least one of the covering panels (5) is of double-layered 
r|j design such that between the layers of such a covering panel (5), a layer of 

insulating material can be provided. 
; 15 37. A tent construction according to any one of claims 21-35, 

:-S characterized lq that under at least a number of covering panels (5), a layer of 
, 7^ insulating material has been provided. 

; f 38, A caravan or folding caravan comprising a tent construction (1) 

according to any one of claims 21-37. 

20 39. A tent construction according to any one of claims 21-37, designed as 

protective cover (20) comprising a number of panels, characterized in that at 
least one of the panels comprises a basic panel (22) of breathing material 
which, in operation, is located on the inside of the cover (20) and which 
comprises a covering panel (23) of waterproof material located on the outside, 

25 said covering panel (23) being attached, at least along a number of its 

circumferential edges, to the basic panel, such that an insulating layer of air is 
present between the basic panel (22) and the covering panel (23). 
40. A tent construction according to claim 39, characterized by spacers 

provided between the covering panel (23) and the basic panel (22). 

30 
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Declaration and Power of Attorney Patent Application 
(Desigaor Utility) 

5 a below named inventor, I hereby beclare that; 

My residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated below next to my name. 

I believe I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one name is listed below) or an 
original, first and joint inventor (if plural names are listed befow) of the subject matter 
which is claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled: "Construction 
and Method for Manufacturing this Tent Construction". 

the specification of which 



□ is attached hereto 

X was filed on January 10, 2001 as application serial no. 09/720,268 and or PCT 
International Application number PCT/NL99/00444 and was amended on 
applicable). 



(if 



I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified 
specification, including the claims, as amended by any amendment referred to above. 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office all 
information know to me to be material to patentability as defined in 37 C-F.R.§156, 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under 35 U.S.C.§119(aHd) or 35 U.S.C.§365(b) 
of any foreign application(s) for patent or inventor's certificate, or 35 U,3.C.§365(a) of 
any PCT International application which designated at least one country other than the 
United States, listed below and have also identified below any foreign application for 
patent or inventor's certificate of PCT International application having a filing date before 
that of the application on which pnority is claimed. 



Prior Foreign Appiication(s) 


Number 


Country 


Day/IWonth/Year F(ted 


1009617 


NL 


10 July 1998 


Number 


Country 


Day/Month/Yoar Fffed 


Number 


Country 


Day/Month/Year Filed 
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I hereby claim the benefit under 35 U,S.C. §1 19(e) of any United States provisional 
app[ication(s) listed below: 



Prior Provisional Application(s) 


Serial Numbdr 


Day/IMonthA'ear Filing Date 


Sfiri^l Number 


Day/Mohthru'ear Filing Date 


Serial Numbetr 


Day/Month/Year Piling Date 



I hereby claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C. §120 of any United States applicatfon(3). or 
under 35 U.S.C. §365{c) of any PCT International application designating the United 
States, listed below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this 
application is not disclosed in the prior United States or PCT International application in 
the manner provided by the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. §112 J acknowledge the duty to 
drscloso to the U,S. Patent and Trademark Office alt information known to me to be 
material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R-§1.56 which became available between 
the filing date of the prior application and the national or PCT International filing date of 
this application; 



Prior 1 


J.S. or International Appllcal 


tion{s) 


Serial Number 


Day/Month/Year Filed 


status (pstented, p&nding, abandoned) 


Serrai Number 


Day/Month/Ye$r Filed 


Status (patented^ pending, abandoned) 


Serial Number 


Day/Month/Year Filed 


Status (patented, pending, sbandon«d) 



I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that 
all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that 
these statements are made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like 
so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 18 U,S.C.§1001 and 
that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any 
patent issued thereon. 
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Power of Attorney 

As a named inventor, I hereby appoint the following attornDy(s) and/or agent(s) to 
prosecute this application and transact all business in the Patent and Trademark Office 
connected therewith. 

Attorney Registration Number 

Harvey B. Jacobson, Jr. ^^.851 
D. Douglas Price 24.514 
John Clarke Holman 22.769 
Marvin R, Stern ^ 20,640 

Allen Melser \ZL2il5^ 
Michael R. Slobasky .2BA2^ 
Jonathan L. Scherer 

Irwin M. Aisenberg IS^flOL 
William E. Player ^.409 ^ 

Yoon S. Ham JSJ^^U 

Nathaniel A. Humphries ^2.772 

1 hereby authorize them or others whom they may appoint to act and rely on instructions 
from and communicate directly with the person/organization who/which first sends this 
case to them and by whom/which I hereby declare that 1 have consented after full 
disclosure to be represented unless/until I instructed otherwise. 



Please direct all correspondence in this case to at the address indicated below: 



Professional Limited Liabibility Company 

Washington, D,C. 20004 
United States of America 



Full Name of Sofa or Rrst inventor 


Family Name 


Rrsi Given Narn& 


Second Given Name 


Holtkpmn 




Berend 


Rasldencfi and Citizenship 


City of Ro3idenc0 


state or CDuntrv Of Residence 


Country of Citizenship 




the Netherlands 


the Netheriands 


Post Office Address 


Str«Bt Addras$ 


City 


State & Tip Code or Country 


Hoofdstraat 9 


Ter Apel 
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Signature of Inventor 




Date 









